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As extreme weather events and other potential disruptions to the electric grid increase in frequency, the need 

for new technologies and approaches for providing resilience in the grid increase as well. This five-session 

series will explore technologies, policies, economics, applications, and case studies associated with microgrids 

and battery energy storage as options to help emergency management agencies provide greater electricity 

resilience across the states in FEMA Regions 5 (IL, IN, MI, MN, OH, WI) & 7 (IA, KS, MO, NE). 
 

Agenda 
November 12, 2021 – Stakeholder Needs    

10:00 - 10:10 
Introductory Remarks 

Dr. Imre Gyuk, Director, DOE Office of Electricity Energy Storage (ES) Program 

10:10 - 10:30 
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (Building Resilient Infrastructure & Communities, BRIC) 

Ryan Janda, Non-Disaster Grants Implementation Branch Chief, FIMA-FEMA 

10:30 - 10:50 
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program 

Howard Stronach, Chief of the Disaster Grants Implementation Branch, FIMA-FEMA 

10:50 - 11:00  Discussion/Q&A 

11:00 - 11:20 
Midwest National Guard Responses to Emergencies & Needs for Microgrids & ES  

Colonel John Perkins, Director, Construction and Facility Management Office, Iowa Army 
National Guard 

11:20 - 11:50 
Case Study: Kentucky Resiliency Study  

Kenya Stump, Executive Director, KY Office of Energy Policy 
Jared Leader, Senior Manager - Research & Industry Strategy, SEPA    

11:50 - 12:00  Discussion/Q&A 
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Speaker Biographies 

 
Dr. Imre Gyuk, Director, DOE Office of Electricity Energy Storage (ES) Program 

After taking a B.S. from Fordham University, Dr. Imre Gyuk did graduate work at Brown 

University on Superconductivity. Having received a Ph.D. in Theoretical Particle Physics from 

Purdue University he became a Research Associate at Syracuse. As an Assistant Professor he taught 

Physics, Civil Engineering, and Environmental Architecture at the University of Wisconsin. Dr. 

Gyuk became an Associate Professor in the Department of Physics at Kuwait University where he 

became interested in issues of sustainability. Dr. Gyuk joined the Department of Energy to manage the Thermal and 

Physical Storage program. For the past two decades he has directed the Electrical Energy Storage research program in the 

Office of Electricity, developing a wide portfolio of storage technologies for a broad spectrum of applications. He 

supervised the $185M ARRA stimulus funding for Grid Scale Energy Storage Demonstrations and is now partnering with 

the States on numerous storage projects for grid resilience. His work has led to 12 R&D 100 awards, two EPA Green 

Chemistry Challenge Awards, and Lifetime Achievement Awards from ESA and NAATBatt. He is internationally 

recognized as a leader in the energy storage field. 

 

Ryan Janda, Non-Disaster Grants Implementation Branch Chief, Hazard 

Mitigation Assistance Division, FIMA-FEMA 

Ryan Janda is a Branch Chief in FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Assistance Division. Currently, Ryan’s 

Branch manages the implementation of FEMA’s non disaster mitigation grant programs including 

the Flood Mitigation Assistance program, the Pre-Disaster Mitigation program and the Building 

Resilient Infrastructure and Communities program. Ryan Janda brings over 25 years of emergency 

management experience to his role as HMA’s No Disaster Grants Implementation Branch Chief. Prior to this position, 

he served as Deputy Branch Chief and Program Lead for the Hazard Mitigation Assistance Division. As Program Lead, 

Ryan was instrumental in implementing the merge of the flood mitigation grant programs into one combined Flood 

Mitigation Assistance program, as well as managing the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program and Pre-Disaster Mitigation 

program which have provided over $20 Billion to States, Tribes, Territories and communities since 1989. These 

programs provide much needed funding to make communities more resilient to natural hazards and their effects by 

implementing long-term risk reduction measures. 

 

Howard Stronach, Chief of the Disaster Grants Implementation Branch, Hazard 

Mitigation Assistance Division, FIMA-FEMA 

Chief of the Disaster Grants Implementation Branch in the Hazard Mitigation Assistance 

Division at FEMA Headquarters. Howard’s team manages the implementation of the Hazard 

Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) and the HMGP Post-Fire Program. Through these 

programs FEMA works in collaboration with its state, local, tribal, and territorial partners to 

invest in post-disaster risk reduction and mitigation activities for all-natural hazards and across a 
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broad range of project types. Howard has over 24 years of experience in the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 

and FEMA. Prior to joining the Hazard Mitigation Assistance Division in 2019, Howard was the Chief of the 

Regulations and Policy Branch in FEMA’s Public Assistance (PA) Division. During his service in PA, Howard supported 

numerous recovery operations including those following the Northridge Earthquake, World Trade Center Terrorist 

attacks, Hurricane Katrina, and the 2017 hurricanes. He began his federal career in 1995 with the United States Army 

Corps of Engineers (USACE) and served in the DHS Office of Inspector General and the DHS Office of Grant Policy. 

Prior to his federal service, Howard worked as a civil engineer in the private sector. Howard has a B.S. in Civil 

Engineering from the University of Virginia and a M.S. in National Resource Strategy from the Dwight D. Eisenhower 

School for National Security and Resource Strategy at the National Defense University. 

 

Colonel John Perkins, Director, Construction and Facility Management Office, 

Iowa Army National Guard  

Col. Perkins received his B.A. from the University of Northern Iowa.  He is a graduate of the United 

States Command and General Staff College where he received a Master of Military Arts and Science 

in Strategy, and a graduate of the United States Naval War College, receiving a Master of Arts in 

National Security and Strategic Studies.  In addition to command and staff assignments at multiple 

levels, Col. Perkins’s has been involved in both plans and operations for Domestic Support to 

Civilian Authorities during multiple disasters.  Col Perkins’s experience includes base operations at 

Bagram Air Field in Afghanistan and at Camp Dodge in Iowa.  He serves as a key advisor for Iowa State University’s 

Mobile Microgrid project. 

 

Kenya Stump, Executive Director, KY Office of Energy Policy 

Kenya Stump was appointed as the Executive Director of the Kentucky Office of Energy Policy 

in March of 2020. Prior to that, Kenya served Assistant Director for the Division of Energy 

Assistance within the Office of Energy Policy. Before her work in energy, Kenya managed the 

environmental assistance programs at the Cabinet including environmental leadership, brownfields, 

and compliance assistance with the Division of Compliance Assistance. She also served as 

environmental scientist and policy advisor for the Director’s Office at the Division for Air Quality.  

Prior to moving to state government in Frankfort, she served as an environmental consultant with 

the Kentucky Business Environmental Assistance Program at the University of Kentucky.  Kenya 

has master’s degrees in Environmental Science and Public Administration from Indiana University and the University of 

Kentucky, respectively.  She also holds a post-graduate certificate in Environmental Systems and graduated from Western 

Kentucky University with a Bachelors degree in Chemistry.   
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Jared Leader, Senior Manager - Research & Industry Strategy, SEPA 

Jared joined SEPA in 2017. In his role, he develops strategic plans for programs, products, and 

service offerings for utility and industry stakeholder members and clients that facilitate the 

integration of distributed energy resources, non-wires alternatives and microgrids onto the modern 

grid. Jared leads SEPA’s Microgrids Working Group and co-led D.C. Public Service Commission’s 

grid modernization working groups. 

Prior to joining SEPA, he spent several years working as an environmental engineer and consultant for utility, municipal 

and commercial clients in the energy and water sectors. 

He has a MS, Energy Policy and Climate from Johns Hopkins University, and a BS in Civil and Environmental 

Engineering from the University of Virginia. 

Outside of business hours, Jared enjoys skiing, hiking and spending time in the great outdoors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


