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HMA Grant Programs Public Assistance

Funding Cycle Annual Grants Cycle Disaster Grants Cycle

Mitigation Funding
Flood

Mitigation
Assistance

(FMA)

Pre-Disaster
Mitigation

(PDM)
Hazard

Mitigation
Grant Program

(HMGP) 

HMPG 
Post Fire

Public
Assistance (PA) 

MitigationBuilding  Resilient 
Infrastructure

and Communities (BRIC)

When is the Notice of 
Funding Opportunity 
(NOFO) released?

No later than 
(NLT) August NLT August N/A N/A N/A

When can applicants 
apply? 

Annually: 
September —
January 

Annually: September —
January 

Following the 
presidential 
declaration of a 
major disaster for 12 
months

Following the 
declaration of a Fire 
Management 
Assistance Grant 
(FMAG) up to 6 
months after the 
following fiscal year 

Funding is part of the 
recovery for each major 
disaster



Available Hazard Mitigation Grants
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Building Resilient 
Infrastructure and 

Communities (BRIC)             
$1 billion

Flood Mitigation Assistance 
(FMA)

$160 million

Nearly       
$5 billion 
towards

Community 
Resilience

Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program (HMGP)

$3.46 billion
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 FEMA has funded microgrids under the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) and 
is an eligible project for funding in the Building Resilient Infrastructure and 
Communities (BRIC) program

 To be eligible, all HMA program requirements must be met:

 Mitigation Planning -- Subapplicants must have a FEMA-approved Hazard Mitigation 
Plan that identifies the risks, vulnerabilities, and proposed mitigation strategies 
that will be fulfilled by the implementation of a microgrid project.

 Technical Feasibility and Effectiveness 

 Cost Effectiveness

 Environmental and Historic Preservation Considerations

Microgrid Projects are Eligible for Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA)
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Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities 
(BRIC)



6

BRIC’s Guiding Principles

Support Community 
Capability & Capacity Building

Encourage and Enable 
Innovation

Promote Partnerships

Enable Large Infrastructure 
Projects

Maintain Flexibility

Provide Consistency
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 Mitigate the risk to public infrastructure

 Incentivize resilient investments in 
disadvantaged communities, as referenced in 
Executive Order 14008 (Tackling the Climate 
Crisis at Home and Abroad)

 Mitigate risk to one or more community 
lifelines

 Incorporate nature-based solutions

 Enhance climate resilience and adaptation

 Incentivize the adoption and enforcement of 
the latest published editions of building codes

BRIC encourages mitigation projects that meet 
multiple program priorities

BRIC Fiscal Year 2021 Priorities



BRIC Applicant and Subapplicant Eligibility
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BRIC Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)
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Where we are now

National Technical Review Occurs

Application 
Period Closes
Winter 2022

Application 
Review
Winter/Spring 
2022

Project 
Selections for FY 
2021 Funding 
Summer 2022

Publish FY 2021 
Notice of Funding 
Opportunity 
Summer 2021
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 Funding
 Total funding: doubled to $1 billion

 State/Territory Allocation: increased by 
$400,000 per Applicant (to $1 million 
per Applicant)

 Tribal Set Aside: increased by $5 million 
(to $25 million total)

Overview of BRIC Changes for FY 2021
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 Non-financial Direct Technical Assistance
 Doubled number of communities (up to 

20 communities)
 Streamlined process

 Competition criteria
 Incorporation of equity across multiple 

criteria
 Tiered building codes points
 Increased points for BCEGS
 Total of 230 points available

 Economically Disadvantaged Rural 
Communities



FY 2021 BRIC – Available Funding
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$1 Billion
 State/Territory Allocation: $56 million 

(up to $1 million per Applicant)
 All 50 states, the District of Columbia, and U.S. 

territories may apply under the State/Territory 
Allocation

 Any funds not awarded from the State/Territory 
Allocation will be re-allocated to the national 
competition

 Tribal Set-Aside: $25 million
 All Indian tribal governments (federally recognized) 

may apply under the Tribal Set-Aside
 Any funds not awarded from the Tribal Set-Aside will 

be re-allocated to the non-financial Direct Technical 
Assistance for tribes or the national competition

 National Competition for Mitigation Projects: $919 
million (estimated)



FY 2021 BRIC – Uses of Assistance
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Total Available BRIC FUNDING
$1 Billion

Management Costs

Capability and Capacity 
Building Activities

Mitigation Projects

$56 M

State/Territory Allocations

$25M

Tribal Set-Aside

$919M
National Competition for 

Mitigation Projects
Uses of Assistance



BRIC Capability- and Capacity- Building Activities
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FY 2021 BRIC – Technical Criteria
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FY 2021 BRIC – Qualitative Criteria
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FY 2021 BRIC – Direct Technical Assistance
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Non-financial Direct Technical Assistance will be provided to 
up to 20 selected communities to support the mitigation outcomes listed below:

Double the number of communities supported through Direct Technical Assistance 



Example FY 2020 BRIC Selection: 
Microgrid Energy Project: Saint Elizabeths Hospital Campus, Washington, DC

Issue: Saint Elizabeths hospital campus is at risk to power 
outages. It serves a wide range of lifelines facilities serving 
Ward 7 and 8 which are at risk during storms.

Benefits: 

 Improves Infrastructure: New hospital in planned 
community with new energy microgrid.

 Improves Access: The disadvantaged and minority 
populations living in Wards 7 and 8 will need reliable 
access to healthcare and emergency services.

 Improves Human Condition: Project reduces 
greenhouse gas emissions and aligns to climate, 
energy, and sustainability goals. 
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Partners:  PEPCO, Heating & Cooling Energy District, 
and District Department of General Services and United 
Health Services



Example Project

Microgrid Installation

Blue Lake Rancheria Tribe Microgrid, 
Humboldt Co., CA 
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Blue Lake Rancheria Tribe Microgrid, Humboldt Bay, CA
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 Eligible Applicants must apply for 
funding using FEMA Grants 
Outcomes (FEMA GO) at the 
FEMA GO Portal

 Visit FEMA Grants Outcomes 
(FEMA GO) for Hazard Mitigation 
Assistance Grants to view the 
technical user manuals and 
support materials

How to Apply
 The Application period opened on 

September 30, 2021

 Applications must be received in 
FEMA GO by January 28, 2022, at 
3:00 PM Eastern Time (ET)

Technical Assistance

 Applicants experiencing technical 
problems outside of their control 
must notify FEMA by 3:00 PM ET on 
January 26, 2022

Application Deadlines

https://go.fema.gov/login?redirect=%2F
https://www.fema.gov/grants/guidance-tools/fema-go/hazard-mitigation-assistance-grants
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2021 BRIC and FMA Programs Webinar Series
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Webinar Topic

Climate Change, Future Conditions, and Nature-based 
Solutions
BRIC and FMA FY 2021 NOFO Webinar #1

BRIC and FMA FY 2020 Data and Trends

Where Equity Fits into the BRIC and FMA Program Design 
and Community Resilience
BRIC and FMA FY 2021 NOFO Webinar #2

BRIC FY 2021 NOFO Technical and Qualitative Criteria

BRIC and FMA FY 2021 NOFO Tribal Webinar

Severe Repetitive Loss/Repetitive Loss Mitigation 
Priorities
Federal Agency Roundtable

Recordings of the 2021 BRIC and 
FMA Programs Webinars available at:

https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/
2021-building-resilient-infrastructure-and-
communities-and-flood-mitigation-
assistance-programs 

https://www.fema.gov/event/climate-change-future-conditions-and-nature-based-solutions
https://www.fema.gov/event/notice-funding-opportunity-2021-hazard-mitigation-assistance-hma-grants-webinar-1
https://www.fema.gov/event/bric-and-fma-fy-2020-data-and-trends
https://www.fema.gov/event/where-equity-fits-bricfma-program-design-and-community-resilience
https://www.fema.gov/event/notice-funding-opportunity-2021-hazard-mitigation-assistance-hma-grants-webinar-2
https://www.fema.gov/event/bric-fy-2021-notice-funding-opportunity-technical-and-qualitative-criteria
https://www.fema.gov/event/notice-funding-opportunity-2021-hazard-mitigation-assistance-grants-tribal-applicants-nofo
https://www.fema.gov/event/severe-repetitive-lossrepetitive-loss-mitigation-priorities
https://www.fema.gov/event/federal-agency-roundtable-and-partnerships
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/2021-building-resilient-infrastructure-and-communities-and-flood-mitigation-assistance-programs


BRIC Program Support Materials
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Job
Aids  

 BRIC Website
 FY 2021 BRIC Notice of Funding Opportunity
 BRIC Resources

 BRIC Technical Criteria
 BRIC Qualitative Criteria
 BRIC Building Codes Activities
 BRIC Mitigation Planning Activities
 BRIC Partnership Activities
 BRIC Project Scoping Activities
 BRIC Phased Projects
 BRIC Direct Technical Assistance
 BRIC Tribal Information
 BRIC Project Application Tips
 Mitigation Action Portfolio

www.fema.gov/bric
Need Help?

General questions about the BRIC program can be directed to the 
appropriate State Hazard Mitigation Officer or FEMA Regional 
Office.

 General BRIC Questions and State Application Deadlines:
State Hazard Mitigation Officer

http://www.fema.gov/bric
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/fy2021-nofo
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/building-resilient-infrastructure-communities/resources
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_fy21-bric-technical-criteria-psm.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_fy21-bric-qualitative-criteria-psm.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_fy21-bric-building-code-activities-psm.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_fy21-bric-mitigation-planning-psm.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_fy21-bric-partnership-activities-psm.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_fy21-bric-project-scoping-psm.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_fy21-bric-phased-projects-psm.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_fy21-bric-direct-technical-assistance-psm.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_fy21-bric-tribal-information-psm.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_fy21-bric-project-application-tips.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/feam_fy21-bric-mitigation-action-portfolio.pdf
http://www.fema.gov/bric
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/state-contacts
https://www.fema.gov/about/contact#regions
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/state-contacts


Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP)
Howard Stronach



 HMGP provides funding to state, local, tribal and 
territorial governments so they can rebuild in a way that 
reduces, or mitigates, future disaster losses in their 
communities

 HMGP assistance is available after a presidentially 
declared disaster

 Hazard mitigation includes long-term efforts to reduce 
the impact of future disasters

 Cost share requirement is a 75/25 split 

 Coordination with state and local governments is 
necessary for application under HMGP

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) Overview
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 Authorized by Section 404 of the Stafford Act

 HMGP may become available after a Presidential Major Disaster Declaration

 Provides 75% federal funding to implement long-term, cost-effective mitigation 
measures

 Allocated during the immediate recovery period 

 Request is made by the Governor/Chief Executive

 Request can be for the entire State, Tribal area or in specific areas

 Applicants set application priorities prior to submitting applications to FEMA

HMGP Details
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Slope stabilization Infrastructure 
retrofits

Drainage 
improvements

Example HMGP Project Types
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Acquisition Structural and non-
structural retrofits

Individual safe 
rooms
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 A presidential major disaster declaration makes funds available if requested by a 
governor or tribal executive in eligible communities in a state, tribe or territory
 The amount of funding is based on the estimated total federal assistance, subject to a 

sliding scale formula

 Funding is based on the estimated total or aggregate cost of disaster assistance

 In August 2021, the President authorized HMGP funds for COVID-19 disaster 
declarations, making $3.46 billion available for all 59 states, territories, the District of 
Columbia, and tribes with major disaster declarations

HMGP Funding
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 Eligible states, territories, and tribal governments (federally recognized) can submit 
applications on behalf of subapplicants for HMGP funding via NEMIS, the grants 
management system to apply for and manage grants

 Homeowners, business operators, and non-profit organizations cannot apply directly to 
FEMA, but can be included in a subapplication submitted by an eligible subapplicant

 For more information please contact your local government or state to apply for HMGP 
funding

HMGP Eligibility
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https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_nemis-hmgp_user-manual_september-2016.pdf


Example FY 2020 HMGP Selection: Western St. Croix Microgrid

Issue: Recent hurricanes damaged energy 
infrastructure and have led to increasing power 
outages in the US Virgin Islands.

Benefits of project: 

 Renewable power: Project will construct a 
20MW solar generation PV plant and a 
20MWh battery energy storage system.

 Grid reliability: Will provide Western St. Croix 
with renewable and reliable power during 
extreme weather events.
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 HMGP Website
 Application Information
 HMGP Administrative Plan Checklist
 Mitigation Action Portfolio
 Unified Hazard Mitigation Assistance 

Guidance & Addendum
 HMA Cost Share Guide
 Benefit-Cost Analysis Toolkit
 Building Community Resilience with Nature 

Based Solutions: A Guide for Local 
Communities

 FEMA GO Helpline: 
femago@fema.dhs.gov or 1-877-611-4700

 Benefit Cost Analysis (BCA) Helpline: 
BCHelpline@fema.dhs.gov or 1-855-540-6744 

 Feasibility and Effectiveness Helpline: 
FEMA-BuildingScienceHelp@fema.dhs.gov

 Environmental and Historic Preservation: 
EHPHelpline@fema.dhs.gov or 1-866-222-3580

 Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) Helpline: 
1-866-222-3580

Resources
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https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/hazard-mitigation
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/hazard-mitigation#process
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-10/fema_hazard_mitigation_grant_program_admin_plan_checklist_03-29-19.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/feam_fy21-bric-mitigation-action-portfolio.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/hazard-mitigation-assistance-guidance
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/fema_hma_cost-share-guide.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/grants/guidance-tools/benefit-cost-analysis
http://www.fema.gov/nature-based-solutions-guide
mailto:femago@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:BCHelpline@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:FEMA-BuildingScienceHelp@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:EHPHelpline@fema.dhs.gov


Thank you!
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