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SUBGRADE PREPARATION








PART 1 - GENERAL


This section shall govern the preparation of natural or excavated areas prior to the placement of base material, pavement, curbs and gutters, driveways, sidewalks, or other structures.


PART 2 - MATERIAL


Subgrade material may be the existing site material.  Organic material, solid obstructions, muck, debris, and other unsuitable materials shall be replaced with suitable material.


PART 3 - EXECUTION


3.01	DEPTH


Unless otherwise specified or shown on the plans, subgrade shall be prepared at least 6 inches below bottom of base course or bottom of concrete.


3.02	COMPACTION


Unless otherwise specified or shown on the plans, the density of the prepared subgrade shall be not less than 95%.  If the material contains 35% or more material passing the No. 200 sieve, the compaction shall be not less than 90% as determined by ASTM D1557 or AASHTO T180.


3.03	TESTING


A.	Subgrade density may be tested using the nuclear methods backscatter, direct transmission or airgap as described in AASHTO T238 or ASTM D2922.


B.	The inspector or contractor may request a density test using the sand cone method as described in AASHTO T191 or ASTM D1556 to verify the accuracy of the nuclear method.  The inspector may use the results of the sand cone method in lieu of other methods.
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