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1. Algae have been used as a food source for centuries but it also has potential as a source of fuel. Sandia National Labs researchers have investigated using dairy effluent as the medium for growth of the algae. What advantages do algae have as a source of fuel? What is the usefulness of using the waste from dairy farms as a medium for the algae?
https://share.sandia.gov/news/resources/news_releases/turning-algae-into-energy/

(Turning algae into energy)

2. Mixing small volumes of liquid is difficult using normal mixing processes. Researchers from Sandia National Labs have developed a new process that is capable of mixing very small liquid volumes. How is this process different from normal mixing methods? Why is it important to be able to mix small volumes of liquid?
https://share.sandia.gov/news/resources/news_releases/magnetic-mixing-creates-quite-a-stir/

(Magnetic mixing creates quite a stir)
3. Recent work at Sandia National Labs has suggested that bacterial infections may be initiated by a single cell rather than a large collection of cells. How was this research group able to establish that single cells, rather than a large number of cells acting together, caused the infections? Why are these results important for developing therapies against infections?
http://www.sandia.gov/LabNews/091204.html

(Dangerous bacteria may evolve from a single cell, not many, Sandia/UNM researchers find)
4. Radiation in space can upset sensitive electronics causing loss of memory or even the loss of a satellite as recently happened with a geosynchronous communication satellite. Work by Sandia researchers on the International Space Station attempted to understand how radiation affects computer chips. Why are these experiments important for the design of spacecraft electronics?
https://share.sandia.gov/news/resources/news_releases/space_download/

(Breaking the logjam: improving data download from outer space)
5. Photovoltaic (PV) cells and panels are becoming an important source of energy for a variety of applications. However, greater power requirements require large and expensive PV panels. Sandia National Labs scientists have developed tiny PV cells that could significantly change the way solar energy is used. What are some of the benefits to this new approach to solar cells?
https://share.sandia.gov/news/resources/news_releases/glitter-sized-solar-photovoltaics-produce-competitive-results/

(Glitter-sized solar photovoltaics produce competitive results)
