

Purpose

Determine patterns of shapes and colors with Pattern Blocks.

Performing the experiment

1. Ask your child to take a variety of blocks from the bucket.

2. Work through some of the following questions with your child:

· How many blocks do you have?

· What are the colors?  Can you sort them into piles by color?

· How many different colors do you have?

· How many of each color do you have?  

· How many different shapes do you have? Can you sort them into piles by shape?

· How many of each shape do you have?

· Do all of the sides of all of the shapes all have the same length?

3. Create different pictures using a variety of shapes.


Questions to think about

1. Can you think of other shapes that are different from those on the Pattern Blocks?

2. Can you find examples around the room of these different shapes?

3. Can you find examples in this room of how similar things are organized together?

4. Can you think of how your house is organized?

Explanation
Organization and classification is an important math and science concept.  Scientists group living things by their forms and functions.  People are part of the Animal Kingdom and paper comes from trees that are part of the Plant Kingdom.  Chemists group elements (which make up all matter) into columns on a periodic chart by similar properties.  Mathematicians group numbers together such as even and odd or prime numbers.  Society also organizes and classifies many products.  Food products in a grocery store are organized by type.  Media stores classify music by type and then alphabetically by musician.  In our homes, we keep grocery and cooking supplies in the kitchen, toiletries in the bathroom, and clothes in the bedroom.






















