After a great 2008, 2009 will be the “Year of NINE”
Our National Institute for Nano-Engineering (NINE) progressed greatly in 2008!  Key accomplishments included:

· Creation of a NINE Governing Board that worked together with the NINE industry and university partners to develop the conceptual, legal and contractual foundations for our formal NINE entity.  
· Selection of a NINE administrator, the Semiconductor Research Corporation (SRC) which assisted in the creation of NINE’s formal structures and operating agreements. 
· Development of informal and formal communications methods including email, teleconferences and physical meetings.  
· Fielding an exceptional NINE Summer program for NINE students.  
· Defining four distinct technical focus areas at our first NINE Technical Workshop and  working with university and industry partners to create calls for proposals 
· Co-sponsoring a national “Partnering for American Competitiveness” workshop
· Forming a legal entity, NINECO, and receiving our first paying industry member.  
In 2009 we will build on the successes of 2008 to spring our organization forward into full operation.   We provide further details on these topics below.  
NINE Legal Entity, NINECO, formed - Agreement Packages being formalized
We selected SRC to manage the administrative activities of NINE and worked with them to form NINECO, a legal 501.c.6 entity. Further effort on our formation was initiated by our NINE industry partners who met and provided feedback on the draft contractual agreement package for industry partners.  During the next few weeks we expect to finalize the NINE industry agreement packages.  This will enable NINE to move forward with new technical projects and activities with its university partners.  One industry partner, INTEL, has already formally joined NINE.  
Focus Areas Defined at Technical Workshop, Call Being Developed

Seventy of our NINE researchers from all partner organizations participated in technical sessions, discussions and defined four focus areas for new NINE projects to start in 2009.  These are

1. Atomic Layer Control, Nano Patterning, and Scalable Directed Self Assembly for IT, Photonics & Large Area Nano Manufacturing

2. Nano-Engineered Chemical Processing

3. Synthesis and Modeling of Active Nano-Composites and Responsive Materials

4. Nano-Enabled, Low Cost, Self-Powering Sensors for Extreme Environments

Technical working groups including researchers from Sandia and the NINE industry and university partners are now working to develop a Call for Proposals for new projects to begin in 2009 with shared government and industry funding.  This draft call is being sent out with this newsletter.  Final teleconferences to discuss this call will be scheduled next week.
NINE’s 2nd Summer Program a Hit

The student and innovation-centered NINE summer program continues to be a centerpiece of the NINE effort, with the NINE team again crafting an exceptional set of summer opportunities at Sandia for students.  Forty-two (42) students from twenty two (22) U.S. universities came to Sandia to work on NINE projects with Sandia mentors or participate in NINE’s Nano Expo program.  These future nanotechnology innovation leaders almost universally stated that they had exceptional and unique learning and interactive experiences.  Common feedback from their surveys included statements like “I enjoyed the program, learned a lot, and was interested in learning more about the NINE industrial partners.”  Some of these students took advantage of a new collaboration between NINE and the National Science Foundation (NSF).  The NSF paid for these university students to work on nano-engineering projects with Sandia mentors at Sandia.  The NINE student innovators also presented their research to the entire NIINE community and received specialized training in innovation topics including technology maturation, business, entrepreneurship, and legal issues related to nanotechnology.  
American Competitiveness Workshop

Sandia co-sponsored a “Partnering for American Competitiveness” workshop with the ORNL, the Baker Public Policy Center, and the Woodrow Wilson Center to highlight the benefits to the nation of the concepts embodied in the America COMPETES Act in December.  Sandia highlighted some of the NINE activities in this meeting.  The focus of the meeting was to suggest effective ways in which the nation’s federal labs can contribute to developing new U.S. global innovators and help American Industries to compete globally.
2009 Plans - Building on 2008’s Successes

NINE’s focus remains the development of the next generation of innovation leaders in nano-engineering.  We accomplish this by providing students unmatched opportunities to participate in large scale, multi-disciplinary projects.  These projects continue to be focused on nationally important pre-competitive research that is relevant to Sandia National laboratories mission and or national needs.  This approach is benefiting the students, their universities, and the participating industry partners.  We seek to enable road mapping from this pre-competitive technology into future innovative platforms and products for our partners as well as helping to solve America’s national security needs, 
Finally, we anticipate that 2009 will be “the year of NINE.”  We are formalizing the NINE concepts, structure and activities which have been prototyped during the last two years.  These activities and successes are laying the foundation for the NINECO partnership to be recognized as an outstanding model for DOE’s new Discovery Science and Engineering Innovation Institutes.  We are looking forward to the opportunity to submit a DSEII proposal once the DOE has put structures in place to reflect the new administration’s priorities on America COMPETES. 
