American Competitiveness Initiative Update

American Institute of Physics <http://www.aip.org/fyi/2008/013.htmI> (1/30) noted that President
Bush signaled his continued support for his American Competitiveness Initiative. First announced
in his 2006 State of the Union <http://www.aip.org/fyi/2006/016.htmI> , the President proposed
doubling in ten years the collective budgets for the DOE Office of Science, the National Science
Foundation, and the research programs of the National Institute of Standards and Technology.

The resulting appropriations bills have fallen considerably short of the

figures needed to keep the Initiative's budget doubling on track. Inits

request a year ago, the National Science Foundation asked for an FY 2008 budget of $6,429.0
million; it received $6,065.0 million. The DOE Office of Science request was $4,397.9 million; it
received (after subtracting

earmarks) $3,894.2 million.

The FY 2008 request for the research programs of the National Institute of Standards and
Technology was $500.5 million; the final bill provided $440.5 million. In all, the Consolidated
Appropriations Act passed by Congress and signed by the President provided $927.7 million less
than the Administration's request for the three agencies identified in the American
Competitiveness Initiative.

Concerns have been raised that the increases needed to keep the budgets on a doubling track
might have caused the Administration to reconsider its FY

2009 requests for the three agencies. In his remarks last Monday night,

the President signaled that he was holding to his Initiative. President Bush sends his FY 2009
budget request to Congress next Monday, February 4.
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