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EPSCoR FAQs 

Experimental Program to Stimulate 
Competitive Research 

1980 - Congressionally mandated set aside 
program (for qualifying states) within 
federal agencies: NSF, NIH, DOE, DOD, 
NASA,EPA 

Eligibility criteria and funding levels vary by 
agency 



NSF Eligibility 

• NSF EPSCoR eligibility criteria: state must 
receive less than or equal to 0.75% of the 
NSF total research funds 

•  25 states and 2 territories qualify 
•  Together all EPSCoR jurisdictions = 8.62% 

of NSF total research funds 
• California alone = 16.27% of total NSF $ 



NSF EPSCoR Cohorts 

FY 1980 

Arkansas 
Maine 
Montana 
South Carolina 
West Virginia 

FY 1985 

FY 1987 

FY 1992 

FY 2002 

FY 2000 

FY 2003 

FY 2001 

FY 2004 

Alabama 
Kentucky 
Nevada 
North Dakota 
Oklahoma 
Puerto Rico 
Vermont 
Wyoming 

Idaho 
Louisiana 
Mississippi 
South Dakota 

Kansas 
Nebraska 

Alaska 

Hawaii 
New Mexico 

New Hampshire 
Rhode Island 
Tennessee 

U.S. Virgin Islands 

Delaware 



 To build the capacity of educational 
institutions to participate more fully 
in federal agency research 
activities. 

EPSCoR’s Purpose 



• To catalyze key research areas 

• To activate effective collaborations 

• To broaden participation in science 
and engineering 

EPSCoR Objectives 



NM EPSCoR 

Research Focus Areas 
– Nanoscience 
– Water (quality, quantity, effects of climate change) 

Multidisciplinary, Interdisciplinary, and 
Transdisciplinary 

No single institution can tackle these problems alone… 
we have to collaborate. 





New Mexico EPSCoR  
State Committee  

Chair 
Jack Jekowski, Principal Partner Innovative Technology Partnerships  
University Representatives 
NMSU: Dr. Vimal Desai Chaitanya, V P for Research, Graduate Studies, and International Programs 
UNM:  Dr. Jack McIver, Vice President for Research & Economic Development 
NMT:  Dr. Van Romero, Vice President for Research 
WNMU:  Dr. Randy Jennings, Professor, Department of Biology 
ENMU:  Dr. John Montgomery, Office of Sponsored Program 
NMHU:  Dr. Linda La Grange, Interim Dean of Graduate Studies and Research 
NNMC:  Dr. Anthony Sena, Provost 
SJC:  TBD 
Los Alamos National Lab Representative: Dr. Everett Springer, Program Manager 
Sandia National Lab Representative: Marie Garcia, University Research Manager 
State Government Representatives: Steven Helgeson, Economic Development Department;  
 Dr. Reed Dasenbrock, Secretary of Higher Education 
Private Industry Representative: Ronald Tafoya, Senior Software Engineer, Intel 
Governor’s Office Representatives: Dr. Thomas Bowles, Science Advisor, Dr. Kurt Steinhaus, 

Education Policy Advisor 
State Government Legislators: Representative Danice Picraux, Senator Mary Kay Papen,  
                    Senator Linda Lopez 
       State EPSCoR Office (Ex-Officio): Dr. William Michener, State Director 



NM EPSCoR Strategy 

Research Focus Areas 
– Nanoscience 
– Water (quality, quantity, effects of climate change) 

Invest in Infrastructure to Build Capacity 
– Equipment  
– People 



Collaborations 

Major research equipment 
• User’s facilities: CINT, LANSCE  
• EPSCoR equipment - statewide 

– Fluxnet: 18 ET towers in Rio Grande watershed 
– Distributed Nanomaterials Characterization 

Network (14 MRE at 5 universities/colleges) 
– Cyberinfrastructure - modeling 

 >>>Unique vs duplicative 
   >>>Faculty are (more) equal partners 



Collaborations 

Faculty development 
• EPSCoR new faculty start-up funds 
• Sandia-University Research Project 
• IAS workshops 
• DOE EPSCoR joint research 

–  Carbon/water cycles 
– Materials for Energy Conversion 



Collaborations 

Education 
– Graduate student support (AML, LANL) 
– K-12 STEM  systemic reform efforts 



Win/Win 

• NSF and DOE EPSCoR > ~$40M in NM 
2001-2007 
– Unique, cutting edge instrumentation 
– Strategic new faculty hires in key areas 
– Student support 
– New collaborations beyond EPSCoR 

•  Increased collaboration, communication 
and understanding between NM 
universities and national labs  



 Evaluation & Assessment  

Council of University Presidents 

NM State EPSCoR Committee 

Management Team 
Human  

Infrastructure 

AAAS Review 

Research &  
Cyberinfrastructure 

Human Infrastructure 

(K-12 and Higher Education,  
Public Outreach, Diversity) 

Project Personnel 

Educators 
Diversity Specialists 
Graduate Students 

Governance & 
Administration  

Office Staff 
Sr. Contract and  

Grant Administrator 
 – Anna Morrato 

Minnick & Associates, Inc. 

Randi Korn & Associates, Inc. 

External Advisory Committee 

Elsa Bailey – Elsa Bailey Consult. Inc. 
Steve Borleski – DE EPSCoR  

Ruby Leung – Pacific NW Nat’l Lab 
Bridget Scanlon – U. Texas 

Steve Semken – Arizona State 
Amelia Ward – U. Alabama 

Mark Williams – U. Colorado 

NM EPSCoR Office 

State Director – William Michener 
Associate Director – Lisa Majkowski 

Cyberinfrastructure 

(Web Portal, HPC Programming, 
Collaboration, Interoperability) 

Project Personnel 

CI Leads 
Programmers 

Graduate Students 

Research Infrastructure 

(Equipment, Model Development,  
Innovation Working Groups) 

Project Personnel 

Scientists 
Grad./Undergrad. Students  

Post-Docs and Staff 



In EPSCoR States: 
•  18% of the nation’s total population 
•  16% of its African Americans  
•  26% of its Native Americans and Alaskan 
Natives  
•  20% of its Native Hawaiians and Pacific 
Islanders 
•  13% of its Hispanics 
•  51 of the nation’s 103 HBCUs (50%) 
•  48 of the nation’s 139 HSIs (35%) 
•  22 of the nation’s 32 TCUs (69%)  

EPSCoR States in Context  



    Funding Rate for NSF Proposals:   
    27 EPSCoR States Compared to All U.S. 


